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TAGS: PINT, FR 

SUBJECT: ELECTION AFTERMATH ROBERT FAB RE RESIGNS AS 
LEFT RADICAL PRESIDENT 

SUMMARY. REDUCED TO TEN DEPUTIES IN THE NEW ASSEMBLY, 

THE LEFT RADICAL PARTY (MRG) HAS ALREADY BEGUN THE SEARCH 
FOR ANOTHER POLITICAL STRATEGY, A SEARCH WHICH THREATENS 
TO SPLIT IF NOT DESTROY THE ORGANIZATION. PARTY PRESI- 
DENT ROBERT FAB RE LOST NO TIME MARCH 19 IN DECLARING HIM- 
SELF RELEASED FROM FURTHER COMMITMENT TO THE COMMON PRO- 
GRAM. ADVERSE REACTION TO THIS STATEMENT BY OTHER PARTY 
LEADERS PLUS THE MRG'S GENERAL ELECTORAL FAILURE LED 
FAB RE TO RESIGN AS PRESIDENT ON MARCH 21. HE WILL CON- 
TINUE TO DIRECT PARTY AFFAIRS IN THE ROLE OF PRESIDENT, 
HOWEVER, UNTIL THE SPECIAL MRG CONGRESS MAY 20-21. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. FABRE RESIGNS: THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF THE MRG MET 
MARCH 20 TO DETERMINE PARTY STRATEGY IN THE FACE OF EX- 
TREMELY DISAPPOINTING ELECTORAL RESULTS (THE MRG WAS 
REDUCED FROM 13 TO 10 DEPUTIES AND WON 2.1 PERCENT OF 
THE POPULAR VOTE). THE MEETING RESULTED IN THE RESIGNA- 
TION OF PRESIDENT ROBERT FABRE, WHO HAS LED THE PARTY 
SINCE ITS FOUNDING IN 1972, BUT NOW FINDS HIMSELF IN 
OPEN CONFLICT WITH THE MRG'S LEFT WING. (IN FACT, ONLY 

A PARTY CONGRESS CAN ACCEPT FAB RE'S RESIGNATION; HE THUS 
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WILL REMAIN IN PLACE UNTIL MAY). THE TWO MAJOR CURRENTS 
CAN BE GENERALLY DESCRIBED AS: 

- THOSE LIKE FABRE WHO FAVOR A MORE AUTONOMOUS 
POSITION, INDEPENDENT FROM THE PS AND PCF AND 
EVEN WILLING TO PROVIDE ' CONDITIONAL" SUPPORT 
IN PARLIAMENT FOR THE MAJORITY ON CERTAIN RE 
FORMS; 

- OTHERS. LED BY DEPUTY AND MAYOR OF LA ROCHELLE 
MICHEL CREPEAU, WHO ARGUE FOR CONTINUED ADHER- 
ENCE TO THE UNION OF THE LEFT STRATEGY. 

2. A QUESTION OF CONFLICTING INTERESTS: THE ISSUE WILL 
BE DECIDED AT A SPECIAL CONGRESS ON MAY 20-21 IN PARIS 
WHICH PROMISES TO BE CONSIDERABLY MORE LIVELY THAN THE 
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MRG'S DECEMBER 1977 AFFAIR (PARIS 36293). FABRE IS 
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LIKELY TO BE OPPOSED BY MOST OF THE OTHER LEFT RADICAL 
DEPUTIES WHO ARE DEPENDENT ON SOCIALIST SUPPORT FOR THEIR 
POLITICAL EXISTENCE. CREPEAU, FOR EXAMPLE, IS IN A MINO- 
RITY POSITION WITHIN HIS OWN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL (13 MRG, 

13 PS, 1 1 PCF) AND HAS ALREADY SAID PUBLICLY THAT HIS 
ONLY CHOICE WOULD BE TO JOIN THE PS. SHOULD THE MRG CHA- 
NGE ITS POLITICAL ORIENTATION. THE SOCIALISTS HAVE KEPT 
OUT OF THE LINE OF FIRE THUS FAR, BUT HAVE ACTIVELY RE- 
CRUITED MRG TALENT IN THE PAST AND WOULD PROBABLY ALLOW 
RANKING LEFT RADICAL DEFECTORS (E.G., CREPEAU, /RANCOIS 
LONCLE, ROGER-GERARD SCHWARTZENBERG) IMMEDIATE ENTRY 
INTO UPPER LEVELS OF PARTY MACHINERY. 

3. OTHER MRG LEADERS, SUCH AS GUY GENNESSEAUX, PIERRE 
BRACQUE AND MANUEL DIAZ, WILL ARGUE FOR A PARTY LINE 
CLOSER TO "TRUE RADICALISM MEANING AT LEAST CLEAR SE- 
PARATION FROM THE PS, PCF AND ORTHODOX SOCIALISM, IF NOT 
AN EVENTUAL SWING TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE POLITICAL 
CENTER. THIS FACTION OF THE MRG HAS LITTLE IF ANY ELEC- 
TORAL STAKE IN THE UNION OF THE LEFT AND APPARENTLY SEES 
A ROSIER FUTURE IN A MORE LIBERAL, CENTRIST-ORIENTED 
STRATEGY. THE DEBATE WILL BE HOT AND COMPROMISE EXTREME- 
LY DIFFICULT. 

HARTMAN 
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